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Honorable Earl Pomeroy
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Pomeroy:
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onThis is in reply to your letter of F~ruary 8, 1993, in which you inquired
behalf of your constituents regardi~ the Notice of Proposed Rule Making
(Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 51 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice proposes
comprehensive changes to tne Co~ission's Rules governing the private land
mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatolY climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To tqis end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that: part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these
changes on radio control (RiC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper
~oncerning our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there
wbuld be no adverse impact on RiC operations because of any proposal contained
in the Notice.
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Honorable Earl Pomeroy 2.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and Ric hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituents' concerns will be
fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As indicated
in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant regulatoIy change
in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality of communications
in the private land mobile radio services will continue to deteriorate to the
point of endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
constituents to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

k~'!:~
Chief, Private Radio Bureau

Enclosures:
Notice
Order
Discussion paper

cc: Chief, PRB
Chief, LMMD
P&P Branch File (Pink)
Docket Files, Rm 222
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EARL POMEROY
':-~ORTH DAKOTA

(!Congrtss of tbt 1Hnittb ~tatt5

J}ouse of l\epresentatibes
R1asbington. DC 20515-3401

February 8, 1993

stephen Klitzman
Associate Director
Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street
Washington DC 20554

Dear Mr. Klitzman:

I have received two inquiries from constituents about the
proposed change to the F.C.C. regulations regarding channel
frequencies for radio controlled airplanes, boats and cars. It
would be beneficial to receive input from the F.C.C. on this
issue. Enclosed are copies of the letters.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

;t1!£
EARL POMEROY
Member of Co
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1616-18T HVENUE SOUTH mST

1-1INOT, NORTH ORKOTR 58701

JANUARY 25, 1993

REPRESENTATIVE POMEROY
318 CANNON OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515

DEAR MR. POMEROY:

I AM AN ADULT WHO IS AN AVID RADIO CONTROL CAR RACER. I
HAVE FOUND RADIO CONTROLED RACE CARS TO BE A ENJOYABLE
PASTIME ACTIVITY. WE HAVE ALSO FOUND THE RADIO CONTROLLED
RACE CARS TO AN EXCELLANT OUTLET FOR THE ENERGIES OF THE
YOUTH IN OUR AREA. IT IS VERY GRATIFYING TO SEE THESE YOUNG
PEOPLE EXPENDING THEIR ENERGIES TO MASTER THESE MINIATURE
RACE CARS. THE MECHANICAL AND ELECTRONIC KNOWLEDGE GAINED
WILL NO DOUBT BENEFIT THEM IN THE FUTURE. OUR LOCAL RADIO
CONTROL RACE CLUB ALSO PROVIDES ACTIVITIES AND ENJOYMENT FOR
SEVERAL PHYSICALLY LIMITED INDIVIDUALS.

I AM VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THE PROPOSED RULE THAT IS
UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION.
THE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING IN PR DOCKET 92-235
REPLACES PART 90 OF THE RULES WITH A NEW PART 88. PART 90
ALLOWS FOR SAFE USE OF RiC CARS AND AIRCRAFT BY KEEPING 10
KHZ SPACING BETWEEN FIXED COMMERICAL USERS AND FREQUENCIES
USED BY RiC ENTHUSIASTS. THE NEW PART 88 WILL ALLOW MOBILE
USERS ON FREQUENCIES WITHIN 2.5 KHZ OF FREQUENCIES USED BY
RiC ENTHUSIASTS. THIS WILL ELIMINATE SAFE USE OF 10 OF 30
FREQUENCIES USED FOR RiC CARS AND 31 OF THE 50 CHANNELS USED
FOR RiC AIRCRAFT AND IT IS VERY LIKELY MORE CHANNELS WILL BE
AFFECTED.

THERE ARE ENOUGH PROBLEMS OPERATING RADIOS WITHOUT
INTERFERENCE WITH ONLY 10 KHZ SPACING LET ALONE 2.5 KHZ.
INTERFERENCE OF ANY KIND CAN CAUSE A RADIO CONTROLLED VEHICLE
TO BE UNCONTROLABLE. SOME OF OUR RACE CARS WEIGH 5 LBS. &
ATTAIN SPEEDS NEAR 70 M.P.H .. RiC AIRCRAFT CAN WEIGH 20 LBS.
AND ATTAIN SPEEDS OVER 100 M.P.H .. RADIO CONTROLLED VEHICLES
OF THESE WEIGHTS AND CAPABLE OF THESE SPEEDS NEED SAFE RADIO
FREQUENCIES TO OPERATE ON.

LIKE MANY RiC ENTHUSIASTS I HAVE A SIZEABLE INVESTMENT
NOT ONLY IN TIME BUT SHOP EQUIPMENT, CARS, RADIOS & RACE
TRACK SUPPORT EQUIPMENT. I PRESENTLY HAVE FIVE RADIOS, SIX
RADIO CONTROL ED RACE CARS ALONG WITH THE NECESSARY SUPPORT
EQUIPMENT. IF I CANNOT OPERATE MY RADIO CONTROLLED RACE CARS
IN A SAFE MANNER I WILL PACK MY EQUIPMENT UP RATHER THAN
CHANCE INJURY TO ANYONE BECAUSE OF RADIO FREQUENCY PROBLEMS.
I CERTAINLY HOPE THIS DOES NOT HAPPEN.

WE NEED TO PROTECT THE SAFETY OF THE RiC ENTHUSIAST AND
THE Ric SPECATOR.

PLEASE ASSURE THE SAFE ENJOYMENT OF OUR PASTIME BY NOT
ALLOWING THE FCC TO CARRY OUT THE PROPOSED PR DOCKET 92-235
REGARDING 2.5 KHZ SPACING FOR RADIO FREQUENCIES.

THE FCC DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 26, 1993.
THANKS FOR YOUR HELP. ;(]r--~. , ~__
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26 January 1993

to
NOT

F'R

1902 11th Ave. So.-FargQ~ ND 58103

-
Dear Congressman Pomeray~

We "just received notification of a proposed change to the
FCC regulations which could have a devastating effect on the
hobby industry and a very important part of many of your
constituents' lives.

The FCC proposal contained in PR DOCKET 92-235 would allow
insertion of two new frequencies between each of the channels
currently assigned for radio control airplanes~ boats and cars.
Th~ insertion of the added frequencies would render the
operation of radio control aircraft unsafe and could result in
great ·financial losses and a real possibility of injury or death
due to the interference of the added frequencies.

Our ~lub currently has 108 members who have devoted
considerable time~ moneyandceffortto this exciting
hobby/sport. The average m~mber in~ur club has three radios~

three 2irplanes~ three to four, engines and other :L!pport
equipment such as starters~ batteries~ chargers and tools to
support the flying aspect of the sport. This amounts to
apprOXimately $2000 per member in airplanes and equipment. Add
to this the equipment reqLlired to build the airplanes such as
saws~ drills~ sanders and other tools for building and the sum
approaches $3000 or more per member devoted to this hobby.

Thats $300,000 devoted to this sport in our club alone.
There are at least six other clubs like ours within 100 miles of
Fargo.

There are many reasons for keeping this hobby alive and
healthy. In addition to the thousands of jobs .supported by the
radio control flying enthusiast~ it provides a forum to get
youngsters interested in aviation. It also provides
parents and children opportunities for quality time. A day or
evening flying or building is far superior to watching TV.

Please help me and the thousands of others like me
continue th~ safe enjoyment of this exciting hobby/sport by
allowing the FCC to carry OLtt the proposa-.l s contained in
DOCKET 92-235 for the, 72MHz thru 76MHz frequency bands.

We urgently n~ed your help as the FCC has set a deadline
of 26 February 1993 for comment on this proposal.

s:ncerel Y, r;)

~~
President
Valley RC Flyers


